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Town Hall
Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 7AE

Date: 2 September 2020
Our Ref:
Your Ref:

Contact: Debbie Campbell,
Contact Number: 0151 934 2254
Fax No: 0151 934 2034
e-mail: debbie.campbell@sefton.gov.uk

Dear Councillor,

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH) – 
TUESDAY, 1ST SEPTEMBER 2020

I refer to the agenda for the above meeting and now enclose the following presentation 
that was unavailable when the agenda was published.

Agenda No. Item

4. Covid Response (Pages 3 - 16)
Report of the Director of Public Health.

Yours faithfully,

Democratic Services
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Covid-19 update
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Adult Social Care and Health)
1st September 2020

What we know about Covid

National situation

Sefton situation

Key interventions

What next?
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What do we know about Covid

31st December 2019 WHO informed of 
a cluster of cases of pneumonia of 
unknown cause – Wuhan City, China

12th January 2020 – announced that 
novel coronavirus had been identified

Named SARS-CoV-2, the associated 
disease is Covid-19

• Source of outbreak has still to be 
determined

• Evidence so far – transmitted 
through respiratory droplets and 
contact

• Airborne transmission is 
possible

• Currently extensive human to 
human transmission
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Sefton week 34 (15/08 – 21/08)
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Sefton week 34 (15/08 – 21/08)
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Sefton week 34 (15/08 – 21/08)

Margaret Jones   Director of Public Health 7

P
age 9

A
genda Item

 4



Population interventions

• 12 March – 7-day isolation of symptomatic individuals

• 17 March - 14-day isolation of household contacts

• 17 March - Social distancing measures, advice to avoid mass gatherings 
and activities such as visiting pubs and restaurants etc

• 20 March 2020 – schools closed for most pupils

• 20 March all bars, restaurants and gyms were asked to close

• 24 March further non-essential shops asked to close, limits on times and 
reasons people can leave the house, gatherings of more than 2 people 
banned (unless from the same household), wedding and baptisms 
banned
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Test and Trace

• In the early stages of the pandemic tracing was carried out by 
PHE.  This mostly ceased 12th March 2020.

• In England, NHS Test and Trace went live on 28th May 2020
• Aims to trace recent close contacts of anyone who tests positives for 

coronavirus and,

• if necessary, notifies them that they must self -isolate at home to 
help stop the spread of the virus.

• Sefton has jointly commissioned a Mersey T&T Hub to support 
the national service that works jointly with PHE and local 
public health departments.
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Outbreak Plans

• In early June the Government asked Local Authorities to put in place a covid-19 
Outbreak Management plan, explaining how we will mange the spread of the 
virus, to minimise its prevalence and impact of the virus on our communities.

• As part of this response Covid-19 Local Authorities are also required to establish 
two new boards:

• Outbreak Management Stakeholder Board – to provide political ownership and public 
facing engagement and communication for outbreak response chaired by the Leader of 
Sefton Council

• COVID- 19 Outbreak Management (Health Protection) Board – An operational group 
responsible for the development of local outbreak plans chaired by the interim Director 
of Public Health
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Contain Framework

As of 18 July, local authorities have 
powers, to: 

close specific premises 

close public outdoor places, and 

restrict events. 

The Secretary of State for Health can also

• The close businesses and venues in whole 
sectors (such as or non-essential retail) within a 
defined geographical area (such as towns or 
counties); 

• General restrictions on the movement of people 
(including requirements to ‘stay at home’, or 
restrictions on overnight stays, or restrictions on 
entering or leaving a defined area); 

• Restrictions on gatherings - limiting how many 
people can meet; 

• Restrictions on local or national transport 
systems - closing them entirely or introducing 
other limits or restrictions. 
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Many things we still do not know

• Proportion of people infected with no symptoms

• How long does immunity last

• Do blood tests correlate with immunity

• Seasonality

• Why do some people deteriorate so quickly
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Unwinding lockdown

Difficult balancing act

• Hygiene and social distancing 
still important 

• Social and economic 
considerations

• Eradication technically 
impossible

• Vaccine
• Antiviral drugs
• Other treatments

Easing of lockdown includes

• 15 June – non essential shops 
opened

• 4th July – pubs, restaurants, 
hairdressers opened

• 15 August – casinos, soft play 
areas, bowling alleys opened

• Some indoor theatre
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So For now
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